THE   QUEEN  AS  MEDIATOR

an agreement was reached, the Bill passed, and a collision between the
two Houses avoided. There has been some tendency to exaggerate the
Queen's influence. The successful termination of the negotiations was
largely due to Lord Cairns. Yet it is probable that the Queen's constant
interventions played a large part in minimising the hostility of the
contestants. In any event, her intervention created a precedent which
has since been followed on several occasions.

In 1872 the Queen wrote to Lord Russell, without Mr Gladstone's
knowledge, to urge him not to move for papers on the Alabama
question, so that the Government should not be embarrassed*1 In 1877
she suggested to Lord Beaconsfield that she should appeal to the
Opposition * to desist from constant questions as to what the Govern-
ment is going to do'.2 Lord Beaconsfield's reply was made orally, but
it appears to have been in the affirmative, for the Queen communicated
through Lady Ely to Mr Forster and, through him, to Lord Harrington $
she also communicated directly with the Duke of Argyll.4 In 1881 she
asked General Ponsonby to see Sir Stafford Northcote and Lord
Beaconsfield to secure agreement about the Government's proposals to
meet Irish obstruction.5 This step was apparently taken on her own
initiative, but the Government had already been in communication
with the Opposition. In the following year the Queen, again without
Mr Gladstone's knowledge, appealed to Lord Salisbury and the Duke
of Abercorn not to insist on an amendment to the Arrears Bill which,
in Mr Gladstone's opinion, went to the root of the Bill. Lord Salisbury
gave way.6 Later in the same year she wrote to Sir Richard Cross
regretting that the Conservatives moved a motion criticising the Govern-
ment's action in handing over Arabi Pasha to the Egyptian authorities.^

The Queen's mediation was again very useful in the dispute between
the two Houses over the Reform Bill of 1884. With Mr Gladstone's
consent, she wrote to Lord Salisbury to urge a compromise.* This

1 Letters of Queen Victoria, 2nd series, n, p. 212. Lord Russell was not, however, in
opposition.

3  Ibid, ind series, n, p. 532                            3 Ibid. 2nd series, n, p. 534.

4  Ibid. 2nd series, n, p. 538.                           5 Ibid. 2nd series, m, p. 187.

6 Ibid. 2nd series, in, pp. 320, 325, 326.         7 Ibid. 2nd series, m, pp. 358-9.
8 Ibid. 2nd series, m, pp. 515, 518-19; for what follows, see also Life of Gladstone^
m, pp. 130 et seq.

383